[image: ]DATE:		15 October 2025

FROM:		John R. Dodd (KJ5KUF), HDARC BOD Member

TO:		All HDARC Members

SUBJECT:	How to Join and Become an Active HDARC EchoLink User


All, here is a quick-reference guide to get started on EchoLink and its implementation on the new HDARC repeater.  This installation guide is suited for connections via Windows-based PCs, and Android and IOS phones.  This document may best be thought of as an interim guide focused toward HDARC members, and not a totally inclusive description of all EchoLink features and capabilities.  However, additional links are provided below for the curious user.

This guide serves to help the basic HDARC user get up and running on EchoLink through our brand new HDARC repeater (443.75Mhz PL100+) with its current configuration.  Callsigns and connection method will undoubtedly change over time as we all become more sophisticated users.

By way of introduction, EchoLink is a way to connect to a radio repeater via the internet across a world-wide environment.  There are a variety of connection methods, but for now we will focus on a single connection method.  For HDARC members, this means we should think of everyone as single users connecting to a common client service.

Please know, you may always connect to the new repeater as you would connect to any other repeater through programming of your source radio via CHIRP or the manufacturer’s applications.  EchoLink is just another way to arrive at the same destination.

Before starting, it is important to understand that the EchoLink installation and registration process will require you to submit an “ORIGINAL” copy of your FCC license, so please secure that before-hand.  When you were granted an FCC Technician, General, Extra, etc. license, the FCC set you a link to download your license.  Hopefully, you did.  If not, then you will need to access the FCC Universal Licensing System with your FRN and download and authorized ORIGINAL copy of your license.  Your license will exist as a PDF file with a watermark “Original Copy” diagonally traced across it.    (Note, during a government shutdown, even the electrons seemed to be furloughed, so registration process may have to wait until afterwards.)

Once you have the necessary electronic ORIGINAL copy of your current license, proceed as follows:

To install and activate EchoLink, follow these basic steps:

1. Download and install the Echolink software app on your PC or mobile device from the EchoLink website:

a. The site is https://www.echolink.org – Note, the mistaken address of “echolink.com” is evil, so don’t go there.
b. There is a “here” quick-link on the site to initiated the download
c. Please take the time to read all about “Introducing EchoLink”.
d. Please note the download directory for your EchoLink installation.  Double-click the installation executable (something like echolinksetup-2-4-142.exe) to start the process and follow all the prompts for a successful install.
e. At the end of the installation, you should have a short-cut on your desktop or preferred means you have chosen to start the EchoLink application.

2. Activate Echolink by running it at least once and completing the validation process:

a. Double-click the shortcut icon or your preferred start method.
b. You will be prompted to input and validate your callsign.
c. Validation of your callsign license will occur at: www.echolinl.org/validation, and will involve uploading your ORIGINAL FCC license copy.
d. Validation may take up to 24 hours and requires your submission of an ORIGINAL FCC license copy.
e. Once validated, you will receive an email from the EchoLink service stating so.  This email will be followed up by a Welcome message a short while later (maybe another day or so).

3. Configure your audio and transmit settings, which means establish a means to talk and hear via the EchoLink installation.

a. If using a PC, please ensure you have an imbedded microphone and speaker capability.  Otherwise, you may need to connect via hardwire pin or bluetooth a microphone headset to your unit.
b. The default PTT configuration of the EchoLink installation/application uses the space bar.  That is, depress the space bar to talk and then release it when at the end of your transmission.  This preference setting may need to be set in your EchoLink configuration.  If so:

1. Under Tools->Preferences->PTT set/check Momentary Space Bar behavior.
2. All other Tools and Preference settings should be fine set correctly from the installation process.

4. Connect to an EchoLink server:

a. For the immediate HDARC user, ensure that that the EchoLink application is set to operate in the Single User mode:

1. Under Tools-> Setup verify that the Single User radio button is selected
2. Sysop Mode will be used to establish a client repeater connection, which is outside the scope of this document.
3. Back out to the EchoLink main menu.

b. Under Stations, select the Connect-To option:

1. You will be able to view all world-wide geographic users through an Index or Explorer View, listed at the bottom of the dialogue.  Note, in the Explorer View the left pane lists various geographic locations and the right pane list specific locations.
2. Simultaneously you may be prompted to answer a dialogue to whom you wish to connect.

1. In the callsign field type in “KD5MHQ-R”.
2. Leave the Node # field blank and press Connect.
3. You should see a connection interface populate on the right side of the display if the designated client repeater is active, along with a successful connection dialogue sequence populated at the bottom of the display.

c. Select the Explorer view for ease of searching for other users and clients.  As you become a more sophisticated user, you can experiment with other connection method, either directly to users or other clients.

5. Using the Space Bar PTT interface proceed with your CQ/QSO activity:

a. Please note there is some delay, and likely a courtesy tone, that is associated with your TX/RX activity, so be patient.
b. You should see a migrating audio bar that indicates the progress of your and others’ transmissions.

6. Enjoy

For additional help and information

Here are additional internet and Youtube links that can guide you through the process of understanding and using EchoLink.  As follows:

1. EchoLink Setup Video: https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=How+to+join+echolink&mid=6578D07340441207B8496578D07340441207B849&FORM=VIRE

2. Beginner’s video:  https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=EchoLink+User+Guide&mid=D3EDDC0E2A53CD4B0E15D3EDDC0E2A53CD4B0E15&FORM=VIRE

3. User Guide: https://echolink.org/downloads/EchoLinkUsersGuide.pdf

4. Another Clubs Guide: https://www.w5eul.com/docs/EchoLink.pdf

Hopefully, this guide was helpful.  We can also help you with any EchoLink questions at the next HDARC in-person meeting or subsequently over the new repeater. At some point, you may even wish to submit updates to this document.

Regards,  John (KJ5KUF)
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